INTERNET ARCHIVE Htp: sinfo.com/2015/05/scien munity-guilty-of-hypocrisy-when-criticizing-the-teac of-creationism/ ooy DEC @

2015 ARy w Anout this capture

disinformation

HOME ARCHIVE NEWS DESK ABOUT TDC ENTERTAINMENT CONTACT STORE ! r‘fl @ m R+

N =

Science Community Guilty of Hypocrisy when Criticizing the Teaching of
Creationism

John Glenn's pronouncement that evolution should be taught in R Recent Comments
schools overlooks some uncomfortable truths. While defending

John Scopes for violating Tennessee’s Butler Act by teaching e VaudeVillain
evolution, Clarence Darrow proclaimed: “we have the purpose of

Landmark Look at US Charter System Reveals Waste,

preventing bigots and ignoramuses from controlling the education
h A il d . e S Fraud, ‘Ghost Schools’

of the United States.” Despite Darrow’s efforts, bigots '

; . : W : to how sc ] urn prior to ntroduction

ignoramuses still struggle for ascendancy within Ameri

' - : : n schools actually used
education system. Although these invectives were levied J :

exclusively towards the defenders of Creationism, an important

distinction delineates bigots and ignoramuses. Bigots champion an
. e : : mation
ignoble agenda — one that is biased and intolerant — while o
ignoramuses blindly undermine noble agendas. _ Laidmatk Bokat U5 Chtin Seshend Reveals Wishs,
Bigots are easy to recognize. They consist, in part, of the policy- i e :

: i 3 B John Glenn Fraud, ‘Ghost Schools'
makers in at least 16 states who have acted to impede the teaching e . -
; : ] s . : - ' Enough with the big picture shit, man. (
of evolution and to, instead, promote (_reationism or its variants,

such as Intelligent Design, which argues that “certain features of the

are best explained by an intelligent cause, not an undirected process

The ignoramuses stay under the radar. They include, among others, the American Association for
the Advancement of Science, the National Center for Science Education, and the US National : o % :
. ] ) Landmark Look at US Charter System Reveals Waste,
Academy of Sciences e entities rightly object to teaching Intelligent Design on the grounds that: i )
ST : _ 0 S g R it : i B Fraud, ‘Ghost Schools’
A) it is not science; B) the Creationist hypothesis is not supported by research or observation; C) it sl 3
: o _ can fix the educat
cannot be tested; and D) it does not allow for a conceivable means of refutation. The dismissal of
ol . . . ; i X " a : d to do..."
Creationism is appropriate, but it is also comically absurd given that precious little that takes place
in public schools is supported by empirical research. Within this context, their arguments are
S . - - e . : b : VaudeVillain

Pecksniffian. They are akin to indicting the use of Darjeeling when foretelling the future from tea
leaves. Such a complaint suggests that there is nothing fundamentally wrong with the thought that Landmark Look at US Charter System Reveals Waste,
one can prognosticate from the detritus of beverages. by limiting their focus to one oftensive item, Soand, ‘Chest Schaols’
these members of the science community implicitly validate the entire compulsory school system. No. Setiously examining the cha . is pointing
; . S g : , g ot that the very pers
The problem is that schools are rife with faith-based rituals that do not promote learning. According gl

, T , ) replac
to education researcher Alfie Kohn, no causal evidence supports the notion that homework,
general, promotes learning, and no study affirms the belief that homework promot .
habits or builds character. In addition, forcing children to sit still in classrooms violates what peer-
reviewed studies have revealed about the necessity of physical activity during the learning proces: Landmark Look at US Charter System Reveals Waste,
i s e g S L algs s e S g Y il
School hours are structured in direct opposition to a wealth of knowledge accumulated by the Foaud ‘Chast Scivols’

National Sleep Foundation on both the sleep habits and sleep requirements of children. Journals on e ol Saglagas SRE Rl
- Yes, But...I think it's 15,000 hrs.

child development support classrooms with students of mixed ages, yet schools persist in

implementing age-based grades. Zero Tolerance policies are ubiquitous, but they have been shown St

by the Indiana Policy Center to have no positive impact on either behavior or safety.

“Brain Study Confirms Gender Stereotypes”: How
Corporal punishment persists in 19 states even when hitting causes injuries that require Science Communication Can Fuel Modern Sexism
hospitalization. The latest annual government census reports that children were physically beaten e e
223,190 times by school administrators. Extensive evidence from 20 years of studies reveals that NIt
corporal punishment does not lead students to display behavios ired by the institution, nor d¢
it lead to academic improvement.In fact, research shows the opposite effects — the practice leads

, withdrawal, and depression. While groups exist that oppose this practice, the

scientific community has failed to speak en masse. Presumably, as long as beatings do not coincide

with assertions that humans and apes do not share a common ancestor, they are fair game. Canadian Forces from Iraq and Syria

Baby Doc Trudeau all the tar sands and baby seal fur
Esteemed physicist Lawrence Krauss insisted that teaching creationism was tantamount to child
abuse and then had the audacity to propose a tweak to schooling - “base curriculum more on

questions.” Here is the problem. The structure of compulsory schooling has never been studied with Conspiracy Catrot

regards to its efficacy. No research has ever been undertaken to justify the top-down factory model

approach to instruction versus no intervention at all. His advice for school teachers has the same Meet The Real People Who Drink Human Blood

validity as if he suggested phrenologists make an adjustment to their procedures instead of his is what happens when a momm:

condemning the whole pseudoscience of measuring bumps on a skull. babies.

By Krauss’'s own definition, he is an advocate for cruelty to children by supporting an institution
that has no scientific basis and does great harm. Why are “defenders of science” selective about ) B . .
, , o 5 T g , Like disinformation? Help keep the lights on!
which exercise of faith they choose to condemn? Certainly teachers and administrators are just as
deserving of the same spiteful vitriol as the doctrinaires who impose a religious agenda on
vulnerable children. The bias exhibited by Krauss and others in the science community tacitly Donate
condones all of the non-evidence based content and procedures inherent in compulsory schooling. -

_ L P tin compulsory schooling B e =
As Krauss rightly avers, good intentions do not present an adequate defense and that includes his

owWn egregio rmorance in this arena.

In the struggle for control of education policy, it is regrettable that the bigots and ignoramuses are 4 0 4 N & t F()u nd

the two dominant parties. The dogmatists who parade fairy tales and superstition as science are, at

least, consistent. They have abdicated reliance on empiricism, and therefore compulsory schools are

an appropriate forum for their drivel. Those members of the scientific community, whose critique of R

schools is restricted to one offensive lesson, are the worst kind of charlatans. These vainglorious -
ites pretend to be the arbiters of scientific practice but are too blinded by their bloated sense

of self-righteous conceit to appreciate that they, too, are defenders of faith.

Cevin Soling is the director of the acclaimed documentary ‘The War on Kids’, winner of the best educational
documentary award at the New York Independent Film and Video Festival, receiving accolades from The New
York Times, Variety, and The Huffington Post. He was featured as a guest on the Colbert Report, and the film
was broadcasted internationally on The Sundance Channel. Soling regularly lectures and writes about the
human rights abuses of compulsory education. He has a degree in Education Policy and Management from
Harvard University.

Learn more about The Student Resistance Handbook at www.studentresistance.com. It can be purchased
from www.amazon.com, www.barnesandnoble.com and through all major booksellers.
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